[Relatedness of Shigella sonnei isolates from six outbreaks in Tao-Yuan area, Taiwan].
Between November 1995 and January 1996, one larger-scale outbreak of Shigella sonnei infection occurred in the area of Tao-Yuan, Taiwan. Subsequently, five outbreaks of S. sonnei infection occurred in the same area during the period from October 1998 to February 1999. Fifty-five isolates obtained from these six outbreaks were differentiated by antimicrobial susceptibility testing, plasmid profile analysis (PPA) and pulsed-field gel electrophoresis (PFGE). They were classified into two and three types by antimicrobial susceptibility testing and PPA, respectively. However, only one pattern was observed by PFGE. The molecular epidemiology by PFGE in this study indicated that they were closely-related. These data suggest that the clinical isolates obtained during the period of January 1998 to January 1999 were probably derived from the outbreak strain of 1995.